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Abstract: With Strands looking to expand the reach of its popular MyStrands music recommendation service, I have designed a Facebook extension of the MyStrands service.  The extension leverages the Facebook API for creating applications, as well as the OpenStrands API to create a dynamic application that allows the user to experience the MyStrands music recommendation service, as well as encourage meaningful interaction with both the MyStrands service and other Facebook users.

[image: ]


Background
In May 2008, Justin Donaldson approached me, asking if I was interested in doing some research into any of the services Strands offers.  I pitched a few ideas to Justin, and we decided that the most worthwhile idea would be to explore the potential relationship between Facebook and the MyStrands music recommendation service.  Both Justin and I agreed that there would be enormous potential for users to gain exposure to the MyStrands recommendation service, and so we set the idea in motion.
Research and Design
My initial research direction was toward the investigation of the compatibility of the two platforms.  I learned how the APIs worked, and set up some test programs that implemented basic functionality within each API.  After that, I attempted to incorporate functionality from both platforms into one consolidated application.  This application leveraged the Facebook platform while using calls to the OpenStrands API.
Once I determined that the interaction between the two platforms would be a reasonable task, I began the design phase of the program.  After consultations with Justin and Marc, I landed on a general design schema.  This schema incorporated several points of interaction—the MyStrands recommendation service, social interaction, interaction with the recommendation service itself, the music itself—into one application. 
Additionally, I conducted a user survey to my target audience (young users of Facebook with an interest in music).
Technical
The application works via interaction between two APIs: the Facebook application development API and the MyStrands API (called OpenStrands).    
The Final Result
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